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PARIS FOR UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM 

1 . EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE ONE OF FOUR ARTICLES WHICH 
APPEARED IN SUNDAY, JUNE 14 EDITION OE WASHINGTON POST 
CONCERNING ZAIRE. WRITTEN BY JONATHAN C. RANDAL AND 
ENTITLED "US, ALLIES MAY EORCE NEW REFORMS ON MOBUTU" 

ARTICLE READS AS EOLLOWS: 

2. QUOTE. THE UNITED STATES AND FOUR MAJOR EUROPEAN 
ALLIES ARE CONSIDERING TRYING TO MAKE ZAIRE PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU SESE SEKO ACCEPT OUTSIDE CONTROL OF ZAIRE'S KEY 
INSTITUTIONS IN EXCHANGE FOR PROVIDING HIS FLOUNDERING 
GOVERNMENT WITH MILITARY AND FINANCIAL HELP. 
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BUT SUCH IS MOBUTU'S REPUTATION FOR AUTOCRATIC TOUCHINESS 
THAT DIPLOMATS HAVE EXPRESSED PRIVATE SKEPTICISM ABOUT HIS 
READINESS TO ACCEPT, MUCH LESS CARRY OUT, REFORMS ONE 
SPECIALIST DESCRIBED AS TANTAMOUNT TO "MAKING HIM A WARD 
OF COURT. " 
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TOP AMERICAN, BELGIAN, BRITISH, ERENCH AND WEST GERMAN 

CIVIL SERVANTS PLANNING TO MEET HERE TODAY TO DISCUSS 
WESTERN POLICY TOWARD AERICA, HOWEVER, WERE REPORTED TO 
WANT TO DRIVE A HARD BARGAIN WITH MOBUTU. 

WHATEVER WESTERN ILLUSIONS REMAINED ABOUT MOBUTU'S 
WILLINGNESS TO IMPLEMENT LONG OVERDUE REEORMS IN ZAIRE 
DISAPPEARED WHEN HE DID NOTHING TO IMPROVE A WORSENING 
SITUATION AETER ERANCE AND MOROCCO IN 1977 HELPED CRUSH 
AN EARLIER THREAT IN SHABA PROVINCE. 

THE MOST IMMEDIATE PROBLEM PACING THE PARIS CONFERENCE 
REMAINS PLESHING OUT THE WESTERN-PINANCED AND PARTIALLY 
EQUIPPED AFRICAN EXPEDITIONARY CORPS BEING FORMED TO TAKE 
OVER FROM BELGIAN AND FRENCH TROOPS NOW EXPECTED TO LEAVE 
ZAIRE IN THE COMING WEEK OR SO. 

THE WEST, ESPECIALLY FRANCE, WOULD LIKE TO AVOID HAVING 
TROOPS PROVIDED ENTIRELY BY FORMER FRENCH COLONIES SUCH 
AS MOROCCO, SENEGAL, GABON AND TOGO. 

STIPPED OF ITS RHETORIC, THE WESTERN PLAN CLOSELY RESEMBLES 
THE ORIGINAL UNITED NATIONS OPERATION IN THE FORMER 
BELGIAN CONGO FROM 1960 TO 1964 WHEN THOUSANDS OF FOREIGN 
TROOPS KEPTA MODICUM OF ORDER AND UN OFFICIALS STAFFED 
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KEY GOVERNMENT lOBS. 

EVEN BEFORE THE CURRENT SHABA FIGHTING ERUPTED, THE 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND HAD SCHEDULED A MEETING JUNE 
13 AND 14 IN BRUSSELS TO DISCUSS TOUGH CONDITIONS FOR 
SAVING ZAIRE'S WORSENING ECONOMY. 

SYMPTOMATIC OF THE IMF CONCERN ABOUT MOBUTU'S LAX ATTITUDE 
TOWARD STATE FINANCES WERE REPORTED SUGGESTIONS THAT AN 
IMF OFFICIAL OCCUPY THE NUMBER TWO SLOT IN THE ZAIRE 
NATIONAL BANK WITH VETO POWER ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
ALLOCATIONS. 

UNDER REPORTED CONSIDERATION WERE MEASURES TO STRIP 
MOBUTU OF MUCH OF HIS REAL POLITICAL POWER AND APPOINT 
VETERAN ADMINISTRATORS WITH EXTENSIVE PREROGATIVES IN 
THE PROVINCES. 

MEETING TODAY WITHOUT A FIXED AGENDA, THE WESTERN 
CONFEREES ARE EXPECTED TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS ABOUT WIDER AFRICAN PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE NOW 
TWO- YEAR-OLD FRENCH PLAN FOR A $2 BILLION AFRICAN 
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

PRACTICAL RESULTS EROM THE MEETING, HOWEVER, MAY BE 

EXTREMELY SLIM, ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATS CLOSE TO THE 
PREPARATIONS. 

THEY ALSO NOTED BELGIAN AND ESPECIALLY ERENCH IRRITATION 
WITH THE UNITED STATES EOR ANNOUNCING WHAT THEY HAD HOPED 
WOULD REMAIN A PRIVATE MEETING. 

THEIR IRRITATION IN PART STEMS EROM SERIOUS DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS PROVOKED BY THE ZAIRE EVENTS IN 
BELGIUM AND FRANCE IN CONTRAST TO THE STIRRINGS OE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 141295 

STRENGTHENED EXECUTIVE POWER DISCERNIBLE IN THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION'S HANDLING OE THE CRISIS. 

IN BELGIUM, PREMIER LEO TINDEMANS' COALITION GOVERNMENT 
REFLECTS THE BASIC SPLIT IN THE COUNTRY AT LARGE. 
DUTCH-SPEAKING ELEMINGS ARE GENERALLY MORE HOSTILE 
TOWARD DOING ANYTHING AT ALL EOR ZAIRE AND MORE SUSPICIOUS 
THAT THE ERENCH WILL BE TEMPTED TO TAKE OVER THE ENORMOUS 
BELGIAN ECONOMIC INTERESTS IN ZAIRE THAN ARE THE ERENCH- 
SPEAKING WALLOONS. MOST BELGIANS WORKING IN ZAIRE 
ARE ERENCH SPEAKERS. 

IN FRANCE THE GAUT .LISTS TOOK EXCEPTION TO THE AMERICAN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OE THE PARIS MEETING DURING THE ANNUAL 
SUMMIT OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 

GAULLISTS, WHO INITIALLY BACKED THE FRENCH PARATROOPERS' 
INTERVENTION IN KOLWEZI, NOW HAVE JOINED THE OPPOSITION 
LEFT-WING SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS IN ATTACKING PRESIDENT 
VALERY GISCARD D'ESTAING'S AFRICAN POLICY. 

CENTRAL TO GAULLIST THINKING IS OPPOSITION TO ANY EFEORT, 
ESPECIALLY AMERICAN-LED, LIKE THIS WEEK'S ATTEMPT BY 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO EXTEND NATO RESPONSIBILITIES 
BEYOND EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN. UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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